BRANCH MOTION: Support Gaza Universities
QMUCU notes that:
1. Since October 2023, Israel has killed more than 100 university staff members and hundreds of students, whilst every university building in Gaza has been destroyed or damaged as part of Israel’s assault on the Gaza Strip.
2. Israel’s destruction of Palestinian universities and targeting of students and academics constitutes a deliberate attack on intellectual and cultural life, aiming to exclude Palestinians from the international academic community.
3. The systematic assault on the Palestinian educational sector in the Gaza Strip is part of an ongoing project of ethnic cleansing and fragmentation of the Palestinian people from their historical homeland.
4. British universities are complicit in obstructing Palestinians’ access to education through investment in companies implicated in Israel’s occupation, settler-colonialism, and apartheid.
5. A statement issued on 29 May 2024 by Gaza Academics and Administrators (https://www.gazauniversities.org/) affirms their collective determination to resume teaching and learning in Gaza despite the destruction of the higher education sector and calls for international support in order to reopen universities in Gaza at the earliest opportunity. 
This branch believes that:
1. Education is a fundamental human right, enshrined in international law, and is crucial for a people denied their inalienable right to self-determination.
2. UCU members must take an active stance against the attacks on the Palestinian people, particularly given Britain’s complicity in their dispossession.
3. The destruction of higher education institutions in Gaza represents a targeted attack on knowledge production and the future of Palestinian society.
4. Palestinian students and academics require urgent financial support to continue their education and rebuild their institutions.
This branch resolves to:
1. Donate funds – Make an immediate donation of £1000 to the BRISMES Fund for Higher Education in Gaza to support Palestinian students and academics through ISNAD, a scholarship programme run by Taawon. This funding will enable students to pay university fees, which, in turn, provides financial assistance to Gaza universities and their staff.
2. Encourage members to contribute – Publicise the BRISMES fundraiser among branch members and encourage individual donations.
3. Strengthen ties with Palestinian academia – Call on QMUL management to develop partnerships, twinning initiatives, and scholarship programs to support Palestinian higher education institutions and displaced students, in line with the recommendations of Friends of Birzeit University.
4. Continue to campaign to end involvement with organisations complicit with Israel’s occupation, genocide and apartheid policies – Continue campaigning for QMUL university and USS pension fund to divest from and cut research ties with companies complicit in Israel’s occupation, ensuring that British universities are not financially contributing to the destruction of Palestinian education.

